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THE IMPORTANCE OF TEACHING ARABIC USING E-
LEARNING AT ARAB SCHOOLS IN BRUNEI DARUSSALAM

ABSTRACT

Arabic schools in Brunei Darussalam always encourage the
development of new teaching methods for Arabic language learning,
and recently the development of using aspects of e-learning for Arabic
language learning has come into sharp focus. This study aims to
understand the potential of this new teaching approach in Brunei
Arabic schools from the perspective of the teachers. To achieve this,
the study described here uses a descriptive approach and distributed a
questionnaire among Arabic school teachers. The teachers’ responses
result in several findings: communication in Arabic between students
and teachers is low; the Malay language is frequently used in the
Arabic classroom; and communication in Arabic between teachers and
students outside the classroom is very low. Furthermore, the
questionnaire responses reveal that although a large majority of
Arabic teachers use the grammar translation method (78.49%), an
even larger majority believe that adopting features of e-learning would
be a positive way to increase communication in Arabic and success in
Arabic learning (84.21%). The findings indicate that there is a strong
appetite among teachers to use e-learning in their Arabic teaching. In
conclusion, this study recommends training Arabic language teachers
to use e-learning in order to help bring about higher levels of
communication in Arabic and raise student attainment.

Keywords: teaching Arabic to non-native speakers, teaching methods,
e-learning, educational technology, teacher preparation
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