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THE ROLE OF ARABIC PROSODY IN REALIZING
CULTURAL INTEGRATION: THE STUDY OF MALAYSIA

ABSTRACT

This study exposed the role of Arabic prosody in realizing cultural
integration. Among the method of teaching being used is by utilizing
selected Malay melodies; since these kind of melodies are familiar to
Malay learners as well as suit to the Arabic poetic meters. This study
aims to assist the students to recite Arabic poems correctly and to help
them learning Arabic prosody delightfully. Besides, the objective of
this study is to reveal the cultural integration through learning the
course of Arabic prosody. The design of this research is a descriptive
study, in which the researcher explained generally about Arabic
prosody that being taught at Department of Arabic Language and
Literature, Kulliyyah of Islamic Revealed Knowledge and Human
Sciences, International Islamic University Malaysia (IIUM). The
researcher also described some of Malay melodies which are suitable
to the selected Arabic poetic meters. The finding of research showed
that the Malay melodies are beneficial for educational teaching
materials especially in learning Arabic prosody, for instance, the
rhythm entitled “Anak tupai’, “Aci aci buka pintu”, “Sepohon kayu
daunnya rimbun”, “Cindai”, “Hai ubat hai ubat” and etc. By using
this approach, the students paid more attention in learning Arabic
prosody, hence they could understand the course in an effective way.
Apart from that, the cultural integration could be disclosed through the
process of learning this course because it will not just allow the non-
Arab learners understand the course better as well as memorize
Arabic poetic meters easily, but also let the Arab people being
introduced to the Malay melodies indirectly.

Keywords: Arabic prosody — Poetic meters — The Malay melodies —
International Islamic University Malaysia.
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